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THE LION LINE 
Learn the True, Do the Good, Love the Beautiful 

 

 
 

A Message from Headmaster Johnson 
 

 
Dear Parents,  

 
What a great start to the new school year! The Back-to-School Bash and Orientation were such a success thanks 
to our wonderful teachers and parent volunteers. The Boo Hoo Breakfast for our Kindergarten parents was a 
real tear-jerker, and our Senior scholars were Kings and Queens for a day! Also, another successful Art Shower 
is in the books, and we kicked off the 1776 Promise Campaign. So now, it's REALLY time to get to work! 

 
I wouldn't say that we have a "busy" school year ahead, I would just say that it is a "full" school year, full of fun, 
excitement, and many opportunities for both scholars and parents alike. Our Second Annual Constitution Day 
Celebration on Friday, September 16th is a tremendous opportunity for our school to show the community the 
heartbeat of an American Classical school, as well as for all of us to grow in our knowledge and appreciation for 
the Constitution of the United States.  

 
During that day, mainly due to limited parking and limited space in the cafeteria, we will hold scholar-only 
assemblies, celebrating the Constitution in dynamic ways. That evening at 6:00 will be an opportunity for 
parents and faculty to mix in a social setting and listen to a lecture on the value of the Constitution by an 
accomplished guest. You won't want to miss it, and yes, you may invite adult friends who would be interested in 
joining you. Scholars will not be allowed to attend the evening session due to limited space. Childcare will be 
provided. Look out for more details soon. 

 
Finally, if you haven't read over the 1776 Promise Campaign material, please do so now. Just click this link, 
view the video, and follow the instructions. https://lionscouncil.org/the-1776-promise/ 

 
Lion Strong! 

 
Mr. Johnson 
 

Join the 1776 Campaign to support our teachers.

 

 
  

http://www.stjca.org/
https://sjcalionscouncil.ptboard.com/calendar
https://lionscouncil.org/the-1776-promise/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=AuRVoKtBkVc&feature=emb_logo
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Flu Clinic & State Health Screenings 

 

Flu Clinic will be Sept 23rd. Please turn in consents by September 16th to take 
advantage of free flu shots at school.   

 

State Mandated Health Screenings for all Kindergarten, First, Third, 
and Sixth grade scholars will be on September 29th and 30th. We assess hearing 
and vision only for kindergarten. First-3rd requires assessment of height, weight, 
and BMI. For sixth grade, we will also check for scoliosis. A copy of the health 
screenings template will be going out in Tuesday folders soon. If you would like to 

opt out of these screenings for your scholar or have any questions, please send in a written note with your 
child or email to healthroom@stjca.org.   

 

Hillsdale’s Liberty and Learning Youth Conference 
 

Three of SJCA's Upper School scholars, Jack McGinn, Robert "Jack" Andrews, and Abigail Andrews, went to Hillsdale College 
this summer to participate in the Liberty and Learning Youth Conference. They spent three days at Hillsdale studying the 
Constitution, Declaration of Independence, and the 2nd amendment. They were also able to spend a day at the Shooting Sports 
Education Center on the Hillsdale Campus learning to shoot shotguns, air pistols and practice archery. What a wonderful 
opportunity for our scholars! 

 

 
 

 
 
 

  

http://www.stjca.org/
https://sjcalionscouncil.ptboard.com/calendar
mailto:healthroom@stjca.org
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Situational Awareness by SJCA’s Safety Team 
 

 “Get your head up!” According to retired US Air Marshall, Gary 
Quesenberry, this is one of the most important things you can do to keep 
yourself safe. Situational Awareness refers to being aware of your 
surroundings, and when your head is buried in your phone you are likely 
to become the victim of an uncomfortable encounter. The SJCA Safety 
Team recommends Mr. Quesenberry’s book series “Spotting Danger Before 
It Spots You”, “Spotting Danger Before It Spots Your Kids”, and “Spotting 
Danger Before It Spots Your Teens”. These books are a quick read with 
practical exercises to practice after each chapter. We also recommend the 

podcast “Stop The Killing” with former head of the FBI Active Shooter Program, Katherine Schweit. Each episode 
Covers an active shooter event, breaking down all the details. But what we like about this is, they discuss the 
”red flags” that family and friends should have picked up on. It teaches us what to look for and how to report 
concerning behaviors. The teachers and staff at SJCA are trained to stop and question any visitor on campus that 
is not wearing a badge, indicating they have checked in at Reception. Besides educating your scholars, safety is of 
the utmost importance to everyone on campus. September is Situational Awareness month, so “keep your head on 
a swivel” and check out these recommendations. Stay Safe! 
 

New Club: Safety Teens 
 

Highschool scholars, do you like to help others? Are you interested in learning about first responder careers?  
 
Join Mrs. Hines and Mrs. Rogish to learn about the Safety Teens. Our first meeting will be held in Mr. Ross's 
room on Sept. 8th from 3:30-4:00. 
 
Parents, if you work in the Safety industry (MIL, LEO, EMT, etc.) and would be interested in being a guest 
speaker, please contact us! (karla.hines@stjca.org or stephanie.rogish@stjca.org) 
 

Interact Club News 
 

The SJCA Interact Club collected 
thousands of pop tops last school year to 
donate to the Ronald McDonald House. 
Our donation of pop tops will support 
their mission of helping families with 
sick children at local hospitals. Mrs. 
Livesay and her family delivered the pop 
tops to the Ronald McDonald House in 
Jacksonville. The director was very 
appreciative and very excited about our 
school's donation. They had never 
received such a large donation from a 
school before ours. Way to go Lions! 
Thank you for 'Doing the Good". Interact 
would love for your family to start 
collecting your pop tops at home and we 
will officially begin our 2023 fundraiser 
in January. Let's beat last year's 
numbers! 
 
 

http://www.stjca.org/
https://sjcalionscouncil.ptboard.com/calendar
mailto:karla.hines@stjca.org
mailto:stephanie.rogish@stjca.org
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Upper School Creative Writing Club 
 

The Upper School Creative Writing Club is open to all scholars in 7th-12th 
grades. We'll meet every Wednesday from 12:30 p.m.-1:30 p.m., starting 
August 24th. Meetings will be held in Mrs. Glod's room, 202. Please bring 
a lined journal. For questions, email ellen.glod@stjca.org. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.stjca.org/
https://sjcalionscouncil.ptboard.com/calendar
mailto:ellen.glod@stjca.org
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The Lions Council 

 

 
St. Johns Classical Academy’s mission is to build intelligent, virtuous American citizens. With your commitment 
you create a community where administrators, faculty and staff can do their best work and provide support for 
our scholars inside and outside of the classroom by providing the resources they need. 
The Lions Council is a 501(c)(3) stewardship organization intended to engage parents in support of the 
Headmaster, the faculty, and the administration in carrying out the mission of the academy. Its objectives 
include: 

• Educating parents and the community about the 
academy and the differences between it and ordinary 
public school 
• Encouraging family and friends of St. 
Johns Classical Academy to show their support 
through volunteering and donations 
 
Meet like-minded individuals who share your 
concerns. We all have a common bond. We care about 
creating the best possible educational experience for 
our scholars. We are neighbors and peers who share 
many of the same experiences. We are working with 
our families and community to create a stronger 
connection to SJCA, our virtues, our mission and our 
vision. Research shows that building parent and 
community involvement in education helps to create 
a great school. 

If you are interested in becoming part of The Lions 
Council please click here. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.stjca.org/
https://sjcalionscouncil.ptboard.com/calendar
https://lionscouncil.org/join-lions-council/
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Have You Heard? 
 

Tune in weekly to hear directly from Headmaster Johnson on our brand-new podcast. He 
discusses a variety of timely topics with different stakeholders. There are currently four 
podcasts available. Be sure to turn on notifications to listen each week on Spotify, Amazon, 
or Google Podcasts. This way, you will be alerted each time a new podcast is posted on 
Tuesdays. We are also working to get the St. Johns Classical Academy Podcast on Apple 
Podcasts and will let you know once it is available there. In the meantime, you can listen 
to all of them by simply clicking this link: https://sjcapodcast.buzzsprout.com. 
 

SJCA’s Scholar Services Team is Here for You 
 

The Student Services Department would like to introduce ourselves. We are here to help if you have concerns 
about your student’s academic needs at SJCA.  
• Jan.Clifton@stjca.org for paperwork, meetings  
• Dawn.Romer@stjca.org for K-5th support services  
• Angela.livesay@stjca.org for 504s and 6th and 7th support services  
• Sally.McGinn@stjca.org for 8-12th support services  
• Rachel.Freeman@stjca.org AND Dawn.Romer@stjca.org for MTSS  
• Annie.Messer@stjca.org for Speech and Language 
• Stephanie.bywater@stjca.org for Occupational Therapy 
• Rachel.freeman@stjca.org for MTSS paperwork, request meeting  
• Tammi.luke@stjca.org for Gifted Studies 
 

http://www.stjca.org/
https://sjcalionscouncil.ptboard.com/calendar
https://sjcapodcast.buzzsprout.com/
mailto:Jan.Clifton@stjca.org
mailto:Dawn.Romer@stjca.org
mailto:Angela.livesay@stjca.org
mailto:Sally.McGinn@stjca.org
mailto:Rachel.Freeman@stjca.org
mailto:Dawn.Romer@stjca.org
mailto:Annie.Messer@stjca.org
mailto:Stephanie.bywater@stjca.org
mailto:Rachel.freeman@stjca.org
mailto:Tammi.luke@stjca.org
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SJCA Platinum Sponsors  
Jim 

Horne 
 
 
 
 
 

SJCA Gold Sponsors 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

SJCA Silver Sponsors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 
William Byrns 

Family 
 
 

SJCA Bronze Sponsors 
 

The Bork Family * PGA Tour Superstore * Stryker Custom Designs*  

http://www.stjca.org/
https://sjcalionscouncil.ptboard.com/calendar
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